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tion him, though I would have given much to
know what his own household was like. He had
a wife and children down in Tehran. The good
lady looked with unmitigated disapproval upon
infidel foreigners, and her husband was obliged to
conceal from her how many hours of the day he
spent with them. Judging by an anecdote I
heard of her during the cholera time, she must
have ruled the establishment with a hand of iron.
The Sheikh, being much concerned over the risk
his family was running in the plague-stricken
town, had taken the precaution of having in six
bottles of brandy, the most convenient medicine
he could obtain, and hearing at the same time that
a good bargain offered itself in the matter of olive-
oil, he, as a prudent man, had also purchased six
bottles of oil and stored them too in his cellar.
But on one luckless morning, when his wife hap-
pened to enter there, she espied the brandy lurk-
ing in a dark corner. Being a lady of marked
religious convictions, she at once called to mind
the words which the Prophet has pronounced
against alcoholic liquors, and without more ado
opened the bottles and poured out their contents
upon the floor. On further search her eldest
daughter discovered the oil in another corner.
Having observed the conduct of her mother, she
concluded that she could not do better than
imitate it, and accordingly the innocent liquid also
streamed out over the cellar floor, libation to an
unheeding god. The unfortunate Sheikh found